
Death in Custody Reporting Act (DCRA) State Implementation Plan 

 

In December 2014, Congress enacted the Death in Custody Reporting Act of 2013 (DCRA). 

DCRA requires states and federal law enforcement agencies to report information regarding the 

death of any person who is detained, under arrest or is in the process of being arrested, is enroute 

to be incarcerated or is incarcerated at a municipal or county jail, state prison, state-run boot 

camp prison, boot camp prison that is contracted out by the state, any state or local contract 

facility, or other local or state correctional facility (including any juvenile facility). Public Law 

No: 113-242 (12/18/2014).  The State of Vermont does not have a death in custody reporting law 

The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) requires reporting from states 

pursuant to the DCRA. The Vermont Department of Public Safety (DPS) is the State 

Administrative Agency (SAA) for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 

Program, and as the SAA, is responsible for Vermont’s DCRA reporting to the BJA.  

Vermont does not have state law regarding death in custody reporting.  Vermont has 70 law 

enforcement agencies compiled of state, county, and municipal agencies.  Only one of these 

agencies has a municipal lockup.  The Department of Corrections (DOC) has 6 facilities in the 

state and does not use contract prisons or boot camps.  DOC has been trained and is 

knowledgeable of the DCRA guidelines.  DPS maintains contacts within DOC to ensure all 

deaths in custody are reported properly and that quarterly reporting is accurate. 

To counter the lack of a DCRA statute, the state requires suspicious deaths and deaths in custody 

to be processed through the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME).  The OCME is 

required to conduct autopsies in these death instances, including deaths of persons in correctional 

custody when housed out of state.  The Vermont State Police has a full time Detective Sergeant 

assigned to the OCME’s Office.  This Det Sgt is trained in DCRA reporting and acts as a level of 

redundancy to ensure complete reporting for all deaths meeting the DCRA guidelines. Through 

this VSP/OCME coordination, DPS can assure an affirmative zero position when responses are 

not received from small law enforcement agencies in Vermont.  The Det Sgt also verifies 

information with reporting agencies to ensure all death in custody instances are accurately and 

completed reported.  The Det Sgt tracks open and pending investigations through the OCME’s 

Office, providing updates to the reporting agency and DPS as needed. 

To ensure statewide and accurate reporting of death in custody data, DPS has provided a 

submittable electronic form capturing all the required data points for DCRA reporting.  This 

form is sent quarterly to all 70 law enforcement agencies and DOC, and includes reporting 

deadlines, DCRA reporting guidance, and points of contact for DCRA questions. The quarterly 

contact also provides a training refresher for DCRA requirements and can include any updates 

from federal partners.  DPS does not maintain a DCRA website but provides the DCRA 

reporting form via the DPS SharePoint site and as an accessible link/PDF for agencies to post on 

their own networks. With the current system in place, and with ongoing evaluation of accuracy 

and effectiveness, DPS does not require training and technical assistance (TTA) from BJA.  DPS 

does not expect challenges in collecting and reporting DCRA data because of the effectiveness of 

the review process through the OCME and the redundancy of the VSP Det Sgt’s oversight. With 

quarterly and annual reviews, DPS can identify challenges and leverage BJA’s TTA if needed.   



For each quarter in a calendar year, criminal justice agencies must either (1) identify all 

reportable deaths that occurred in their jurisdictions during the corresponding quarter and 

provide basic information about the circumstances of the death, or (2) affirm that no reportable 

death occurred during the reporting period.  This data is collected by the Vermont State Police’s 

Special Investigations Commander and Criminal Division Grants Program Specialist for auditing 

and reporting.  The Grants Program Specialist manually enters the data received through the 

online reporting form into the Performance Measurement Tool (PMT) and reports to the U.S. 

Bureau of Justice Assistance. 

This applies to the following jurisdictions: 

• Law enforcement agencies. 

• Municipal or county jails. 

• State prisons. 

• State-run boot camp prison or boot camp prison that is contracted out by the state. 

• Any state or local contract facility. 

• Other local or state correctional facility (including any juvenile facility). 

Reporting deadlines are as follows; however, you may complete the form any time during the 

quarter in which a death occurred, instead of waiting until due date. 

• Quarter 1: October 1 to December 31 – Report by Jan. 20 

• Quarter 2: January 1 to March 31 – Report by April 20 

• Quarter 3: April 1 to June 30 – Report by July 20 

• Quarter 4: July 1 to September 30 – Report by Oct. 20 

Note: Jurisdictions that fail to comply may be ineligible to receive funds from the SAA. 

 

 



 



 

 


