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BJA FY 2025 Rural Law Enforcement 
Violent Crime Reduction Initiative 
Notice of Funding Opportunity 

May 5, 2026 



​

Important Information for  Today’s Webinar 

• Having  difficulties hearing? Click  the caret next  to  
the Mute/Unmute ​icon to make  adjustments or  call  in  to  the  
Webex  from  your  phone. 

• Live-captioning: Click  on Multimedia Viewer to  access. 

• Questions about  the presentation? Use  the Q&A  box to  submit  
questions  any time  during the  presentation.  Questions  will  be  
answered at  the  end of  the presentation. 
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Presenter 

• Juliana  Palmer 
 Policy  Advisor 

• Erin Feeley 
 Grants  Management  Specialist 
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Agenda 

• OJP  Overview 

• Program  Overview 

• NOFO  Information 

• OJP  Funding  Process  Overview 

• Application  Resources 

• Q&A 
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OJP  Overview 
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What is the Office of 
Justice Programs? 

• The  Office of  Justice Programs  
(OJP) provides grant funding,  
training, research,  and statistics to 
the criminal justice community. 

• OJP is one of three grant-making  
components of the Department of  
Justice along with the  Office  on  
Violence Against Women (OVW)  
and the  Office  of Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS). 

BJA  – Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance 

BJS  – Bureau  of  Justice  Statistics 

NIJ  – National  Institute  of  Justice 

OVC  – Office  for  Victims  of  Crime 

OJJDP  – Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  
and  Delinquency  Prevention 

SMART  – Office  of  Sex  Offender  
Sentencing,  Monitoring,  Apprehending,  
Registering,  and  Tracking 
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Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 

BJA strengthens the Nation’s criminal 
justice system and helps America’s 
state, local, and tribal jurisdictions 
reduce and prevent crime, reduce 
recidivism, and promote a fair and 
safe criminal justice system. https://bja.ojp.gov/ 

Tammie M. Gregg 
Acting Director 
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How BJA Supports the Field 

Investments 

Provide funding to 
accomplish goals. 

Sharing  Knowledge 

Research, develop, and deliver what  
works  to build capacity and improve  

outcomes. 

Engagement 

Connect with the field. 
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Poll Question 
Has your organization applied for OJP grants 
before? 

My organization has applied for and received OJP grants.  

My organization has applied for but not been awarded an OJP  grant. 

My organization has not  applied for an OJP grant, but we’ve had other federal  
grants. 

My organization is new to OJP grants and looking to learn more! 
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Program Overview 
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Program Overview 

Rural  jurisdictions  often  encounter  
scarce  resources  and personnel  to  
prevent,  respond to,  and reduce  violent  
crime.  This  program  supports  rural  law  
enforcement  agencies and prosectors’ 
offices in  their  efforts to  combat  violent  
crime  through  the  implementation  of  a  
violent  crime  reduction  strategy. 

yacobchuk/istockphoto.com 
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Purpose of the Funding 
• Technological Enhancements to Reduce Violent Crime 

Investing in hardware, software, communications 
systems, intelligence centers, and equipment. 

• Personnel, Tactics, and Training to Reduce Violent 
Crime 
Identifying those geographic areas or suspects that 
are the greatest problems and applying resources 
accordingly. 

• Investing in Partnerships to Reduce Violent Crime 
Expanding on current traditional/governmental 
partnerships. 

• Data Analytics and Intelligence  
Operationalizing analytics through  officers’ everyday  
activities. Ipuwadol/shutterstock.com 
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Unallowable Uses of Funds 

NOFO 
DOJ Grants Financial  

Guide 

https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj 
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Agency Funding Priorities 
(a)  Directly  supporting  law  enforcement  operations (including  immigration  law  

enforcement  operations) 

(b)  Combatting  violent  crime 

(c)  Supporting  services to  American  citizens 

(d)  Protecting  American  children 

(e)  Supporting  American  victims  of  trafficking  and  sexual assault 

(f)  State/local law  enforcement  efforts that ar e  coordinated  with  federal law  
enforcement  efforts 
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NOFO  Information 
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Federal Award Information 

Anticipated amount of funding 
• $5,838,546 

Anticipated  number  of  awards to  be  funded 

• 15 

Period of performance start date 
• June 1, 2026 

Period  of  performance  duration  
• 36 months 

Anticipated maximum dollar amount per award 

• $400,000 
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Eligible Applicants 

Government 
Entities  

• State  governments 

• County  governments 

• City  or  township  governments 

• Special district  governments 

• Native  American  Tribal governments 
(federally  recognized) 

Other  • Other  units of  local government 



           

Additional Eligibility Requirements 
• Applicant must demonstrate that it proposes to serve a rural area or rural  

community.  

A rural area or rural community is defined by 34 U.S.C. § 12291(a)(32) to mean: 

(a) any  area  or  community, respectively, no  part  of  which is within  an  area  designated  as a  

standard  metropolitan  statistical  area  by  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget;  

(b) any  area  or  community, respectively, that is 

(i) within  an  area  designated  as  a  metropolitan  statistical  area  or  considered  as  part  of a  

metropolitan  statistical  area;  and  

(ii) located  in  a  rural  census  tract;  or  

(c) any  federally  recognized  Indian  Tribe.  

• Information on the required documentation is provided in the Eligibility 

section. 

o Mandatory  Certification  by  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  (or  senior  official) 
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Mandatory Certification by the Chief 
Executive Officer (or senior official) 

Required  for State  and  Local  Government  Applicants 

• All state and local government applicants  must  submit using the  Appendix  1  
template. 

• Applications missing this certification will  not proceed  to  peer review. 

Certification 

• The  applicant entity  —  including its officials and personnel  —  certifies compliance  
with 8  U.S.C.  §§  1373 and 1644 in any  “program  or  activity”  receiving federal financial  
assistance under any award made by OJP pursuant to this application. 

• Subrecipients must also comply with  8 U.S.C.  §§ 1373 and 1644. 
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Certification Submission Steps 

01 

Download/Print 
and Sign 
Certification 

• Download/print  
Certification  Form  

• Fill  in  required  information  

• Signed  by  the  Chief  
Executive  Officer 

Blank certification form 
located at end of NOFO 

(Appendix 1) 
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02 03 04 

Funding  
Priority  
Inventory  2 

• Go to the Data Requested  
with Application screen 

• Click on Funding Priority  
Inventory 2 

Agency  Funding
Priorities  
Inventory 

 

• Select option (f)  
• Select all other applicable  

priority consideration  
goals that apply 

Upload 
Certification 
Form 

Click the “Upload” button  
from the “Additional  
Application Components” 
screen 
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Deliverables 
• Action  Plan 

o Due within 6 months of award date 

o Must outline efforts that the agency will undertake to implement  
the violent crime reduction strategy 

o Incorporate elements of the S.A.R.A Model  of Problem Oriented  
Policing (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment) 

• Final  Report 

o Due at the conclusion of the grant award  

o May identify and partner with an independent consultant to plan,  
monitor, or evaluate activities linked to the violent crime  
reduction strategy 

o Must include: 

▪ Efforts  agency  took  to  implement  violent  crime  strategy 

▪ Data  to  demonstrate  impact  on  violent  crime 
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 Merit Review Criteria 

• Description  of  the  Need  (5%) 

• Project G oals and  Objectives: (15%) 

• Project D esign  and  Implementation  (25%) 

• Capabilities and  Competencies  (25%) 

• Budget  (15%) 

• Plan  for  Collecting  Performance  Measures (5%) 

• Sustainability  (10%) 
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Proposal Abstract Requirements 

Must Be Completed in JustGrants 
Web-Based Form 
• No  more than  2,000  characters 

• Written  in  paragraph  form  —  no  bullets  or  

tables 

• Use  third  person  language  (e.g.,  they,  the  

community,  their) 

• Do  not i nclude  personally  identifiable  

information  (e.g.,  project  director’s  name) 

• Abstracts  will  be  publicly  posted  on  OJP.gov  

and  USASpending.gov  if awarded  —  ensure  

clarity  and  professionalism 

What to Include 
• Name  of the  proposed  project 

• Purpose  —  what  the  project  will  do  and  why  it’s  
needed 

• Location  —  service  area,  if applicable 

• Target p opulation  —  who  will  be  served 

• Key  activities  to  be  carried  out 

• Partner  organizations  or  subrecipients,  if 

known 

• Expected  outcomes  and  deliverables 
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 Basic Minimum Requirements 

Proposal  Narrative 

Budget  Detailed Form 

Timeline 

Certification  by  the  Chief  Executive  
Officer 

Important Note 
Applications that do not 
contain ALL elements 
designated by BJA as 
critical in the NOFO will not 
move forward to peer 
review. 
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Application  
Checklist 
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Important Dates 

Grants.gov  deadline 

11:59 p.m.  Eastern  Time   

May  27,  2026 

JustGrants  deadline 

8:59  p.m.  Eastern  Time  

June  3,  2026 
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OJP  Funding  Process  Overview 
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Before You Apply For Funding 
SAM.gov Registration – recommend beginning at least 30 days before 
the first application deadline 

• Register/confirm  “active”  registration  status  
▪ First-time  registration  –  may  take  several weeks 
▪ Existing  registration  –  annual  renewal required 

• Obtain/confirm  Unique  Entity  Identifier  (UEI) 

• Identify  current SAM.gov  points  of  contact 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 29 



   

Apply For OJP Funding: Overview 

Step 1:  Grants.gov  –  complete  at  least 48  hours  before  deadline  in  NOFO 

• Register/confirm  registration 

• Submit Application  for  Federal Assistance  (SF-424)  

Step 2:  JustGrants  –  complete  at  least  48  hours  before  deadline  in  NOFO 

• Register/confirm  access  

• Submit full application,  including  required  attachments 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 30 
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Apply For OJP Funding: Step 1 
Step 1:  Grants.gov 

• Register/confirm  registration 

• Add/confirm  users  and  their  roles 

• Complete  the  Application  for  Federal Assistance  (SF-424) 

You  can  complete  the  first two  actions  at any  time.  Check  the  Grants.gov  
Quick  Start Guide  for  more  tips. 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 31 
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Apply For OJP Funding: Step 2 
Step 2: JustGrants 
Complete the full application in JustGrants 

• Standard  Applicant Information 
• Proposal Abstract 
• Proposal Narrative 
• Budget and  Associated  

Documentation 

• Memorandum o f Understanding  
(MOU) and  Other  Supportive  
Documents 

• Additional Application  
Components 

• Disclosures  and  Assurances 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 32 



   

        

What Happens Next? 
After the JustGrants application deadline, OJP starts its review 
process: 

• Basic  Minimum  Requirements  

• Peer  Review 

• Programmatic  and  Financial Review 

• Risk  Review 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 33 



   

 

Award Notices 
Visit the  OJP G rant Awards  public  website:  ojp.gov/funding/ojpgrantawards 

Funded applications: 

• Notifications  sent via  JustGrants 

• Accept or  decline  award  within  45  days 

• Follow steps  in  DOJ  Award  Acceptance  Checklist 

OJP Funding Process Overview | 34 
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Application  Resources 
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https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/ 
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Application Assistance 

Grants.gov 

Assistance  with  submitting  the  

SF-424. 

• Customer Support Hotline 

o 800–518–4726  or  606-545-5035 

o Operates  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  

week,  except o n  federal  holidays. 

• Web and Email  

▪ https://www.grants.gov/support 

▪ support@grants.gov  

JustGrants 

Assistance  with  submitting  the  full 

application  in  DOJ’s Justice  Grants 

System  (JustGrants). 

• Customer Support Hotline 

o 833–872–5175  

o Monday  –  Friday  between  7am  and  9pm  ET 

o Saturday,  Sunday,  and  federal  holidays  from  

9am  –  5pm  ET 

• Web and Email  

o https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/user-support 

o JustGrants.Support@usdoj.gov  
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Additional 
Questions? 

OJP Response Center 

9am to 5pm ET, Monday - Friday 

Email:   
O

O
JP.Res

J
po

P
nseCen

.
t

R
er@u

e
sdo

s
j.gov

ponseCenter@usdoj.gov 

Toll free: 800–851–3420 

TTY:  202-353-5556  
(hearing  impaired  only) 
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Stay Connected! 

• Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/DOJOJP  

• X: https://x.com/OJPgov 

• YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/@OJPOCOM 

For  information  on  funding  opportunities, 

publications, and  initiatives,  visit  the  OJP 

website  at  www.ojp.gov. 

To  receive  OJP  news  releases  and  

publication  advisories, subscribe  at  

https://www.ojp.gov/subscribe. 
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Q&A 

Please submit your questions via Q&A Box. 
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