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Academic Training to Inform Police Responses: 
A National Curriculum to Enhance Police Engagement with People with 
Behavioral Health Issues and Developmental Disabilities 

Overview 

For police officers, responding to situations involving 
individuals with behavioral health (BH) issues and/or 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) in a 
safe, effective manner can often present a significant 
challenge. Although police routinely responds to calls 
involving persons with BH issues and I/DD, the lack of 
resources and knowledge for these encounters remains 
a troublesome reality. Seeking to address the need for 
additional training and resources, researchers from the 
School of Criminal Justice at the University of Cincinnati, 
in collaboration with Policy Research Associates, The 
Arc of the United States’ National Center on Criminal 
Justice and Disability, and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, are currently working on an 
academic training to inform police responses to people 
with behavioral health issues and/or developmental 
disabilities. 

Primary Objectives: 

• •  AAddddrreesss ts thhe ne neeeed fd foor ar addddiittiioonnaal tl trraaiinniinng ag annd d 
rreessouourrcceess 

• •  RRaaiisse ae awwaarreenneesss is in tn thhe pe poolliicciinng cg coommmmuunniitty ay abboouut t 
tthhe ne naattuurre ae annd nd neeeedds os of pf peerrssoonns ws wiitth Bh BH iH issssuuees s 
aannd Id I//DDDD 

• •  FFaacciilliittaatte te thhe ue usse oe of ef evviiddeennccee--bbaasseed ad annd bd beesst t 
pprraaccttiiccees is in pn poolliicce re reessppoonnsse to pe to peerrssoonns ws wiitth Bh BH H 
iissssuuees as annd Id I//DDDD 

Project Design & Implementation 

Develop & Implement a National Curriculum 

Prepare an academic-based training to: 

• •  IInnffoorrm pm poolliicce re reessppoonnssees to ps to peeoopplle le liivviinng g 
wwiitth Bh BH iH issssuueess 

• •  GGuiuidde pe poolliicce re reessppoonnssees to ps to peeoopplle we wiitth Ih I//DDDD 

• •  PPiilloott--tteesst wt wiitthhiin mn mululttiipplle le laaw ew ennffoorrcceemmeennt t 
aagegenncciieses 

Develop Technology Solutions  

E-learning training materials will be developed to: 

• •  IInnccrreeaasse ae acccceessssiibbiilliitty ay annd fd feeaassiibbiilliitty to ry to ruurraal l 
aagegenncciieses 

• •  IInnccrreeaasse fle fleexxiibbiilliitty fy foor tr trraaiinniinng sg scchheeddululeess 

• •  RReedduucce oe ovveerraalll tl trraaiinniinng tg tiimmee 

Develop Best Practice Guides & New Products 

Best practice guides in police response to 
persons with BH and I/DD will be developed to: 

• •  PPrreesseennt it innffoorrmmaattiioon on on en evviiddeennccee--bbaasseed ad annd d 
bbeesst pt prraaccttiicce me mooddeellss 

• •  IIddeennttiiffy ey exxiissttiinng rg reessoouurrccees ds deessigignneed to hd to heellp p 
wwiitth ih immpplleemmeennttaattiioon on of pf poolliicce re reessppoonnsseess 

• •  IInnffoorrm dm deevveellooppmmeennt ot of nf neew rw reessoouurrcceess, s, suucch h 
aas ts tiip sp shheeeettss, a, accttiioon bn brriieeffss, a, annd wd weebbiinnaarrss 

Evaluate Curriculum Development & Deliver  
Training and Technical Assistance 

An evaluation will be conducted to assess: 

• •  TTrraaiinniinng eg effffeeccttss 

• •  II  mmppaacctts os of df diiffffeerreennt at apppprrooaacchhees is in tn trraaiinniinng g   
pprreeppaarraattiioon an annd dd deelliivveerryy 

• •  OOuuttccoommees os of ef e--lleeaarrnniinng mg maatteerriaialls s 
ddeevveellooppeed to ad to auuggmmeennt tt thhe ce cuurrrriiccululuumm 

For further information, please contact: 
Robin S. Engel, Ph.D.  
Director, IACP/UC Center for Police Research and Policy  
University of Cincinnati  
Email:  robin.engel@uc.edu  
Phone: 513-556-5850 
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of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for 
Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the authors and do not nec 
essarily reflect the official positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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