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18th Judicial District









Connecticut



1 million+









Aurora, CO





360,000ish



Third largest city



Most diverse 
city in Colorado

U.S. Census



“safest large city” 
in Colorado

Federal Bureau of  Investigation 
(FBI): Crime in the U.S.





90 prosecutors



232 total staff



$23 million



Prior Relationship 
with Media



Public’s 
desire to 

know



Promises



Size of  the case



Law 
Enforcement



13 local 
agencies

mutual aid in response to active 
shooter, perimeter security, bomb 

dogs, and bomb response



Four federal 
agencies

FBI; Bureau of  Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives; Postal 

Inspectors; and Homeland Security



Out-of-state 
agencies

California, Texas, foreign 
countries



Discovery
Documents/Data



94,000+ pages



388 CDs



3+ terabytes of  
data



“Organization is key”



4,041 persons

mentioned in 
discovery



Our Response



Band of  
Brothers & 

Sisters



Five prosecutors







Why the District 
Attorney (DA)?



How the DA?



Two investigators
Semi-full-time



Paralegal
(full-time)

Second added in trial



“5 attorneys = 5 different 
personalities. Being able 
to handle stress and last-
minute requests are key. 

Not taking things 
personally is helpful.”

—CRAmber



Sufficient & 
Dedicated 

Support



“A case of  this 
magnitude does 

not allow for work 
on other 

cases/projects.”
—CRAmber



Four Victim 
Advocates

Full-time
Grant-funded



Why four?



1,158 potential 
victims…



Two theaters
(9 & 8)…



Family 
members of  
deceased…



Parents of  
juvenile 

victims…



Residents of  
apartment

building



How four?



Antiterrorism 
and Emergency 

Assistance 
Program 
(AEAP)





Victims 
Compensation:

630 applications
$1,041,354 

awarded



Develop 
relationships 

NOW



Territorial 
issues



Police Victim 
Advocates…



…need to 
know Brady...



…and 
memorialize 
everything.



Get sentencing 
photos & videos 

now (or soon)



Support Staff  
Expert Advice 

#1





The Decision 
to Seek 
Death



Change of  
Venue







Support Staff  
Expert Advice 

#2





The Trial







30 months after 
the mass 
murder



January 20–
August 7, 2015 



Jury Selection



9,000



7,000



Questionnaire
Not publicly available



3,800



Cannot control 
released jurors



2,000



115
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50 days
jury selection



65 days
opening –

final closing



115 total
court days



306 total
witnesses



2,742 total
exhibits



Including 500
physical
exhibits



“All of  which needed 
packaged and/or labeled and 
maneuvered from evidence to 

courtroom. Took tons of  
communication with attorneys 

about who needed what for 
which witness, on which day.  
Was a logistical challenge.”

—CRAmber





Most likely 
defense to 

mass 
murder…



Self-defense?



Intoxication?



MENTAL 
HEALTH



ATS shooter…



“Schizo______”



Insanity







Looking for 
changes



Communication
& Intellectual 
Functioning



Every text, 
chat, email, 

picture…



August 2011







September 2011
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November 2011





December 2011





January 2012













February 2012
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Match.com
Thursday, April 19, 2012



21 days later…



…buys the 1st gun



Methods of  Payment

•Point Loma Credit Union 
Checking & VISA Debit

•USAA MasterCard
•PayPal



Point Loma Checking & 
VISA Debit

• Gas
• Target
• King Soopers
• ATM
• Pay PayPal

• Transfers: 
Holmes Family

• Deposits: CU 
(stipend)

• Pay USAA 
MasterCard



I hate development!! I read 
the ppt and all I got was 
certain mrnas are localized 
to diff parts of the embryo 

\. .... Like every other class 

Yea, development is a 
drag. When it's not 



May 2012







May is important, 
because…





Two Tear Gas Grenades

Thursday, May 10, 2012
Online: shipped to apartment

USAA MasterCard







Gas Mask & Filter

Thursday, May 10, 2012
Online: shipped to apartment

USAA MasterCard









.40 caliber Glock handgun

Tuesday, May 22, 2012
Gander Mountain (Aurora)

USAA MasterCard





“bought firearms and 
related equipment over 

time in order to avoid 
suspicion that could be 

raised by buying 
everything at once.”

Jeffrey Metzner, M.D.







June 2012





June 3, 5, 8, 12, 14, 
16, 18, 21, 25, 28

24 Hour Fitness



AR-15 .223 caliber 
Thursday, June 7, 2012
Gander Mountain (Thornton)

USAA MasterCard





























United Shield MICH Level IIIA 
Advanced Combat Helmet

Security Pro USA (online retailer)
June 26, 2012 (Tuesday)

USAA Mastercard





July 2012















July 4, 2012, 11:28 AM





.40 caliber Glock and 
ammunition, targets, and 

supplies
Bass Pro Shops (Denver-Northfield)

July 6, 2012 (Friday) @ 6:05 PM
Tried USAA MC 2x, then switched to 

Point Loma VISA Debit Card





Movie ticket: Auditorium 8

Saturday, July 7, 2012
USAA MasterCard









“Will you visit me 
in prison?”

Thursday, July 5, 2012



July 5, 2012 
@ 1:53 PM

Submits pic 
to Match.com



July 5, 2012

Submits pic 
to 

Match.com



July 11, 
2012

Submits pic 
to 

Match.com



Movie ticket: Auditorium 8

Friday, July 13, 2012
USAA MasterCard



2012-07-18 at 1:58 AM; 
dsherlockb@gmail



2012-07-18 at 1:59 AM; 
dsherlockb@gmail



New York Times
How to post a picture 

(from his phone)



The Notebook









Making a Plan

























Saw nine 
separate movies



Over two months



Cash























Handcuffs (two)
Wednesday, June 6, 2012

(before prelims)







APARTMENT







4142



4146



4143



4145



4150



4174



Ex. 4863





Ex. 4098



Magnesium?





Everything is 
different with 

the Feds.





Get their best 
special agent 

assigned 
immediately







Trial Prep







Witness 
Planning



Over-Endorse



Impact Matters



Stay Flexible



Strategic 
Placement 
(victims)







Staffing & 
Division of  

Labor



Lesson: Do not
miss meetings





Victims



Manage 
expectations





“Aurora Mental Health had a 
place in the victim/witness 

waiting room, staffed with two 
people each day of  testimony 
and encouraged victims and 
families to come in and meet 
with them, or just to sit with 

them for a while.”
—Arleen Sandberg





Be Aware: 
Defense-Initiated 

Victim Outreaches





Transactions, 
Computers, 

etc.



Out-of-state 
subpoenas & 

waivers





Theater & Car





Apartment & 
Law Stuff





Mental Health 
& University of  

Colorado



Cross-
examination of  
mental health 

“experts”



Board 
Certification 

(Gur)



Dr. Raquel Gur



Cameras in the 
Courtroom?



Victims



Public



Experts



Monitor social 
media about case 

during trial
#theatershooting



Social media 
“jurors?”











Be Aware:
The Sketch Artist





Fulfill
Promises



Dropbox













That night…



Four things



Second-guessing 
neighbor



Fumbled tear gas



Jammed assault rifle



Heroes





gbrauchler@
da18.state.co.us
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