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• Special Order 12, Dated April 28, 2015 
• Body Worn Video Overview and Deployment 
• Hardware 
• Camera Activation 

• Pairing Camera with Viewing Device 
• Axon Mobile Features 

• Accessing evidence.com

Training Objectives

http://evidence.com
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF POLICE

SPECIAL ORDER NO. 12 April 28, 2015

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS ON APRIL 28 , 2015

SUBJECT: BODY WORN VIDEO PROCEDURES - ESTABLISHED

PURPOSE: The purpose of this Order is to inform Department personnel of the
responsibilities and procedures for the use and deployment of Body Worn
Video (BWV).

PROCEDURE: Department Manual Section 3/579.15, Body Worn Video Procedures, has been
established.

I. OBJECTIVES OF BODY WORN VIDEO. The following provisions are
intended to provide LAPD Officers with instructions on when and how to use
BWV to ensure reliable recording of enforcement and investigative contacts with
the public. "Officers," as referenced below, include all sworn personnel. The
Department has adopted the use of BWV by uniformed personnel to:

• Collect evidence for use in criminal investigations and prosecutions;
• Deter criminal activity and uncooperative behavior during police-public

interactions;
• Assist officers with completing reports and providing testimony in court;
• Promote accountability;
• Assist in resolving complaints against officers including false allegations by

members of the public; and,
• Provide additional information for officer evaluation, training, and continuous

improvement.

Body Worn Video provides additional information regarding an investigative or
enforcement contact with a member of the public. Body Worn Video recordings,
however, provide a limited perspective of the encounter and must be considered
with all other available evidence, such as witness statements, officer interviews,
forensic analyses and documentary evidence, when evaluating the appropriateness
of an officer's actions.

II. BODY WORN VIDEO EQUIPMENT. Body Worn Video equipment generally
consists of a body-mounted camera with a built-in microphone and a handheld
viewing device. The BWV camera is worn on the outside of an officer's uniform,
facing forward to make video and audio recordings. The BWV video and audio
recordings are stored digitally on the BWV camera and can be viewed on a
handheld viewing device or an authorized computer. An officer cannot modify,
alter, or delete video or audio once recorded by the BWV camera.

OFFICE OF CONSTITUTIONAL POLICING AND POLICY

NOTICE
1.14

TO: All Department Personnel

FROM: Director, Office of Constitutional Policing and Policy

August 28, 2015

SUBJECT: PROCEDURES REGARDING AUTHORIZED ACCESS BY DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL TO BODY WORN AND DIGITAL IN-CAR VIDEO
RECORDINGS

Access to Body Worn Video and Digital In-Car Video Recordings for Audit, Assessment,
Internal Review, and Inspection Purposes

A. Audit Division
Audit Division may access Body Worn Video (BWV) or Digital In-Car Video (DICV)
recordings to conduct audits, assessments, or internal reviews authorized by the Board
of Police Commissioners, the Office of the Chief of Police, or the Office of
Constitutional Policing and Policy (OCPP). Such audits, assessments, and internal
reviews shall be conducted consistent with Generally Accepted Government Auditing
Standards (GAGAS). Any video footage that reveals activity that may constitute
possible misconduct or that identifies potential training or counseling issues shall be
provided to the appropriate command or Internal Affairs Group to be handled
consistent with existing Department policies and procedures including the Professional
Standards Bureau (PSB) Notice issued on August 27, 2015, entitled Guidelines for
Reviews of Body Worn and Digital In-Car Video Recordings.

B. Bureau and Division Inspections and Reviews
Bureau and division commanding officers may authorize personnel to conduct
periodic inspections of BWV or DICV recordings to ensure officers are complying
with Special Order No. 12, Body Worn Video Procedures — Established, dated April
28, 2015, and other applicable Department policies and procedures. Any footage that
reveals potential misconduct or training issues shall be handled consistent with
existing policies and procedures including the PSB Notice issued on August 27, 2015,
entitled Guidelines for Reviews of Body Worn and Digital In-Car Video Recordings.

Restricting Access to Sensitive Personal Recordings

A. Procedure - In the event of an unintentional and inadvertent BWV or DICV recording
that captures sensitive, personal information for which access should be restricted, an
officer may submit a written request to his/her commanding officer to restrict access to
that portion of the video recording. Upon receiving the request, the commanding
officer shall not review the video and shall contact Information Technology Bureau
(ITB) in writing, which will review the recording and restrict access to only that

Body Worn Video Orders & Notices
Read Each Section as it Referenced Throughout this Course
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BWV Key Learning Points

• Why is the BWV System being used by the LAPD? 

• When do you use the BWV System and Equipment? 
‣ Investigative or Enforcement Activity with the Public 
‣ Front Desk 

• How do you use the BWV System and Equipment?
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Preparing for Field Deployment

Axon	Body	Camera
Chest	Mount

Viewing	Device

• Location of BWV Camera Device 
• Officers shall Ensure the Viewing Device is Paired with the Camera     
   Prior to Field Deployment 
• Inspection & Testing of BWV Equipment before each Deployment 
‣  Create a Test Video 

• BWV Malfunctions or Damaged Equipment Procedures
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When to Deploy BWV

• When is Activation of BWV Required? 

• How soon should I Activate the Recording 

• What if I’m unable to Activate my BWV? 

• How do I Document Delays in Recording or Interruptions? 

• When Do I Stop the Recording?
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BWV and Public Contacts

• Option to Notify Public of 
BWV Recording in Progress  

• Recording Sensitive 
Circumstances or Locations 

• Do I Record during Non-
Enforcement Activities? 

• Safety or Confidential 
Investigations Procedures

• Investigative or Enforcement 
Activity with the Public
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Adding Data to your Video

Launch'Axon'
Mobile'App'

Select'
Op4ons'
Icon'

Tap'on'the'
video'you'want'
to'add'data'to'

You'can'now'playback'you'
video'or'tap'the'and'of'the'
three'fields'to'add'data'
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Adding Data to your Video
For$instance,$by$tapping$the$
CATEGORY$field,$the$following$
choices$appear.$Simply$select$a$
category$that$best$describes$
your$video$

All$this$data$will$now$be$
added$to$your$video$and$
transferred$to$Evidence.com$
when$you$dock$your$BWV$
camera.$

Under$ID,$
add$your$
CAD$INC$#$$

To$complete,$
select$SAVE$
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Use of Force with BWV

• What to Expect after a Categorical Use of Force with BWV 
‣ Public Safety Statement 
‣ Reviewing your video Prior to giving a Statement 

• Supervisor’s Responsibilities in Categorical Use of Force Investigation 
• Non-Categorical Use of Force
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Additional BWV Rules & Duties
• Unauthorized Modifications to BWV Equipment 
• BWV Restriction 
‣  Copy or attempt to Alter Captured Video 
‣  Content Property of the LAPD 

• Documentation Required in your Reports 
‣  In your Narrative of the Report, add “This incident captured on BWV.” 
‣  In the CAD System, Check the “DICV/BWV” Box 
‣City Attorney Disclosure Form
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Knowledge Check
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Scenario A

When must the Officers start & stop the BWV Camera?

Patrol officers are assigned to a two-office 
unit working uniformed patrol. 

The officers are both equipped with BWV 
equipment, which has been inspected and 
in good working order.  The officers receive 
a radio call of a 415 man at a business who 
is refusing to leave at 100 Central Ave. 

The suspect is a M/H. 5’-6”, 140 lbs, blue  
t-shirt and white pants.  Officers respond 
and observe a possible suspect in the 
doorway the above location yelling at 
patrons inside the business.
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Choices

A. Officers must START the recording while they go enroute to 
the radio call and STOP the recording after the investigative 
or enforcement activity involving a member of the public has 
ended.

B. Officers must START recording once he/she arrives at the 
scene of the incident and STOP recording before the 
investigation or enforcement activity involving a member of 
the public has ended.

C. Officers must START recording once he/she feels like it is 
appropriate and STOP recording before the investigation or 
enforcement activity involving a member of the public has 
ended.
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A. Officers must START the recording while they go enroute to 
the radio call and STOP the recording after the investigative 
or enforcement activity involving a member of the public 
has ended.

Answer
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Scenario B

Is this an appropriate use of the BWV camera?

Patrol officers are assigned to a two-office 
unit working uniformed patrol. 

The officers are both equipped with BWV 
equipment, which has been inspected and 
in good working order.   

The officers receive a radio call to respond 
to California Hospital for a possible Sexual 
Assault victim.  See the PR - Nurse Nunez 
for additional information and directions to 
the victim.
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Choices

A. Yes, Officers shall record at all hospitals.

B. No, Officers are not required to record inpatient care areas 
of a hospital, rape treatment centers, or other healthcare 
facilities unless an enforcement action is taken in these 
areas.  A BWV recording recording could be inappropriate, 
due to the victim or witness’s physical condition, emotional 
state, age, or sensitive circumstances (e.g., a victim of 
rape, incest or other forms of sexual assault).
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Answer

B. No, Officers are not required to record inpatient care areas 
of a hospital, rape treatment centers, or other healthcare 
facilities unless an enforcement action is taken in these 
areas.  A BWV recording recording could be inappropriate, 
due to the victim or witness’s physical condition, emotional 
state, age, or sensitive circumstances (e.g., a victim of 
rape, incest or other forms of sexual assault).



Launching the Application

• To Access video, you must have 
an Evidence.com Account 

• In the Applications Launcher, 
Select the “Evidence.com” Icon

• Select the Axon Icon which will 
launch the Evidence.com 
webpage

Los Angeles Police Department



Logging On

• Enter your Evidence.com Username (Serial No.) & Password 

• Click “Sign In”

Los Angeles Police Department



How to Search for Videos
• Select the “Evidence Tab” and then Select “All Evidence” 
• Ofcr/Supv can Search for videos from any of the below fields 

* Common Searches - Ofcr Name, Serial No., Date/Time & Inc No. 
• You can also Search by “Category” (i.e. - Fel Arrest, Misd Arrest)

• After Completing your Search Criteria, Select “Search”

Los Angeles Police Department
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Closing Key Points

• Assist in resolving complaints against officers, including  false 
allegations by members of the public 

• The accuracy of police reports, statements, and other official 
documentation is essential for the proper administration of 
justice and complying with the Department’s obligation to 
maintain full and complete  records of enforcement and 
investigative activities 

• Promote accountability in the community and the Department 
• Deter criminal activity and uncooperative behavior during 

police-public interactions and collect evidence for use in 
criminal investigations and prosecutions 

• Always think TACTICS FIRST!
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Technical Support

Email: BWV@lapd.lacity.org 
Regular Business Hours: (213) 996-1330 

Emergency Notifications: RACR (213) 484-6700

mailto:BWV@lapd.lacity.org
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