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FY 2015 List of Certification and Assurance Submissions 

On March 5, 2015, the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) Assistant Attorney General (AAG), 

Karol V. Mason, and Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) Principal Deputy Director, Bea 

Hanson, sent letters to the nation’s state and territorial Governors and the Mayor of the District 

of Columbia on behalf of the Department of Justice (DOJ) explaining their responsibilities 

related to the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) in FY 2015.  State Administering Authorities 

for OJP and OVW grant programs, and Governors’ Criminal Justice Policy Advisors were copied 

on this letter.  The deadline for the FY 2015 PREA Certifications and Assurances was Friday, 

May 15, 2015.  

DOJ is very encouraged by the PREA implementation efforts that are underway nationwide.   

Below is a list of jurisdictions that submitted Certifications and Assurances.  Also appended to 

this list is a compilation of all Certification and Assurance documents submitted by states, 

territories, and the District of Columbia   

Certifications 

 Arizona 

 Iowa  

 Maine  

 Mississippi  

 Missouri  

 New Hampshire  

 New Jersey  

 North Dakota  

 Oregon  

 Tennessee  

 Washington  

Assurances  

 Alabama 

 American Samoa  

 California    

 Colorado  

 Connecticut 

 Delaware  

 District of Columbia  

 Florida  

 Georgia  

 Guam 

 Hawai’i  

 Illinois  

 Indiana  

 Kansas  

 Kentucky  

 Louisiana  

 Maryland  

 Massachusetts  

 Michigan  

 Minnesota  

 Montana  

 Nebraska  

 Nevada  

 New Mexico  

 New York  

 North Carolina  

 Ohio  

 Oklahoma  

 Pennsylvania  

 Puerto Rico  

 Rhode Island  

 South Carolina   

 South Dakota  

 Texas 

 U.S. Virgin Islands 

 Vermont  

 Virginia  

 West Virginia  

 Wisconsin  

 Wyoming 
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Arkansas 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 15, 2015 
 
 
 

Karol Mason 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Justice Programs 
 
Bea Hanson 
Principal Deputy Director 
Office on Violence Against Women 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C.  20530 

 
Dear Ms. Mason and Ms. Hanson, 
 

Despite progress toward compliance with the National PREA Standards and Arkansas’s 
continued commitment to eliminating sexual abuse in its correctional facilities, I cannot, by May 
15, 2015, certify that Arkansas is in full compliance with the standards, or submit an assurance of 
future compliance.   

 
Arkansas has a zero-tolerance policy toward sexual abuse in its adult and juvenile 

correctional facilities and has continued to achieve a low incidence of sexual assault and 
harassment by implementing the National PREA Standards.  The Arkansas Community Correction 
Department (“ACC”), for example, has implemented the standards applicable to community 
correction facilities as they interpret those standards and, subject to audit, they believe they would 
be in full compliance.   

 
The Arkansas Department of Correction (“ADC”) has been training in PREA standards 

since the law was enacted in 2003, and has implemented several of the standards related to 
prevention planning, responsive planning, training and education, risk assessment screening, 
reporting, official response to incidents, and discipline.  The ADC cannot fully comply with the 
limits to cross-gender viewing and searches found in 28 C.F.R. § 115.15, due in part to the terms 
of a settlement in United States v. Arkansas, a gender discrimination lawsuit filed on behalf of 
female corrections officers whose duties and opportunities for advancement in male institutions 
had been limited in male housing units. 

 
 
 



The Arkansas Department of Human Services’ Division of Youth Services (“DYS”), is 
currently in process of implementing both agency-level and facility PREA Coordinators, 24-hour  
reporting access for persons in DYS custody, procedures to investigate allegations of rape and 
sexual abuse, and methods to identify and separate potential sexual offense victims and 
perpetrators in its juvenile detention facilities.  Although DYS is not fully in compliance with the 
PREA standards, the agency will continue to support and implement PREA best practices.   

 
While I cannot presently certify full compliance with the National PREA Standards, or 

submit an assurance of future compliance, Arkansas remains committed to eliminating sexual 
abuse in its correctional facilities and will continue to diligently implement, as fully as possible, 
the policies of the Prison Rape Elimination Act.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Asa Hutchinson 
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District of Columbia 

  



Assurance to Utilize Department of Justice Grants to Achieve Full Compliance with

the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape

20ls

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. $15607(e)(2), I assure the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) that, subject to the
exceptions checked below (if applicable), the State/jurisdiction named below will use not less than 5

percent of its covered DOJ grant funds for FY 2015 to enable the State/jurisdiction to adopt, and achieve
full compliance with, the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape (28 C.F.R.
Part I l5), so as to ensure that a certification of full compliance may be submitted in future years.

l. _th" State/jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in fulI compliance with,
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 C.F.R.
Part I15, insofar as those standards implication juvenile facilities, as defined in 28
C.F.R. Part I 15, but is not in full compliance with one or more standards insofar as

those standards implicate non-juvenile facilities. Accordingly, grants issued by the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention are not subject to the
required set aside offunds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for purposes of
the above Assurance.

2. _the State/jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in full compliance with,
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 CFR Part
115, except to the extent that full compliance would require new construction.
Accordingly, grants issued by the Offrce on Violence Against Women are not
subject to the require set aside offunds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for
the purposes ofthe above Assurance.

If the State/jurisdiction has checked Box I and/or 2, and after the date of signature of this Assurance,
credible information should come to the attention of the undersigned (or his or her successor) that casts
reasonable double on the accwacy (as of the date of signature) of the information relied upon in checking
Box I and/or 2, the same shall conduct a reassessment and determine whether this selection of such
box(es) was accurate as of the date of signature. If the selection of one or both boxes is determined not to
have been accurate, the undersigned or a designee will:

l. Within 15 days, notii/ DOJ via the email address below of the existence of the inaccuracy; and

2. Within l5 days of providing such notice, submit a revised Assurance, sigled by the Chief
Executive.



0tt
Name of

This form must be received by the Department of Justice, PREA Managemetrt Office, by May 15, 2015. A
signed, electronic version of this form may be sent to: PR-EACompliance@usdoi.eov.

A false statement in this certification or in the grant application that it supports may be subject to criminal
prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. { I00l and 42 U.S.C. S 3795a. DOJ grants, including certiJicatioru
provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by the DOJ component that i"ssued the grant and/or
by the DOJ ffice of the lwpector General.



 

 

 

 

 

 

Florida 

  



FLORIDA Governor

DEPARTMENT of RICK SCOTT

CORRECTIONS Secretary

JULIE L. JONES

501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2500 http://www.dc.state.fl.us

Trust  Respect  Accountability  Integrity  Leadership

Ms. Karen V. Mason
Assistant Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Justice Program
810 Seventh Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20531

Ms. Bea Hanson
Principal Deputy Director
Office of Violence Against Women

Dear Ms. Mason and Deputy Director Hanson:

In response to your letter dated March 5, 2015, the Florida Department of Corrections (DOC) and the Florida Department
of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) are addressing the findings from Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) audits being conducted at
facilities throughout Florida. Regardless of access to federal grant funding, Florida will continue to progress towards full
compliance with the National Standards to Prevent, Detect and Respond to Prison Rape.

Florida does not need federal dollars to ensure the safety of our inmate population but will continue to meet and exceed
the standards set forth in the PREA to serve as a national leader in correctional policy and practice.

Florida’s DOC and DJJ are currently in phase two of a three phase plan that has been established to identify and remedy
inefficiencies in PREA compliance. During phase one, ten PREA audits conducted in DOC facilities resulted in consistent
findings of deficiencies in video monitoring, issues with cross-gender viewing and searches and issues associated with
access to emergency medical and mental health services.

Similarly, DJJ completed twenty-four audits during phase one that resulted in consistent findings of deficiencies in
documentation, issues with cross-gender viewing and searches and issues associated with residential reporting of
policies, procedures and documentation relating to allegations and investigations. Following these audits, the DJJ
addressed all of these issues and remains fully compliant with PREA standards.

The state of Florida is committed to providing excellent care and custody in Florida’s correctional facilities. My Budget
Recommendation for Fiscal Year 2015-16 is a testament to Florida’s commitment to the safety and protection of inmates.
Included in the recommended budget for the DOC is $1.7 million to address security and compliance issues identified
through audits competed in phase one. This funding provides $1.5 million for video surveillance to ensure proper
monitoring at all facilities, $42,000 for gender privacy screens and $150,000 for Sexual Abuse Response Team forensic
exams. Last week, Governor Scott also signed Executive Order 15-102 to improve safety at Florida’s prisons.

The first and foremost priority of the DOC and DJJ is to provide for the care, custody, and management of inmates. To
that end, Florida will continue to develop innovative and strategic measures that increase the safety of our inmates
through educational and preventative resources.

Sincerely,

Julie L. Jones
Secretary
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Assurance to Utilize Department of Justice Grants to Achieve Full Compliance with 

the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape 

2015 

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §l5607(e)(2), I assure the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) that, subject to the 
exceptions checked below (if applicable), the State/jurisdiction named below wilJ use not Jess than 5 
percent of its covered DOJ grant funds for FY 2015 to enable the Statezjurisdiction to adopt, and achieve 
full compliance with, the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape (28 C.F.R. 
Part 115), so as to ensure that a certification of full compliance may be submitted in future years. 

I. _the State/jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in full compliance with, 
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 C.F.R. 
Part 115, insofar as those standards implication juvenile facilities, as defined in 28 
C.F .R. Part I 15, but· is not in full compliance with one or more standards insofar as 
those standards implicate non-juvenile facilities. Accordingly, grants issued by the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention are not subject to the 
required set aside of funds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for purposes of 
the above Assurance. 

2. _the State/jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in full compliance with, 
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 CFR Part 
115, except to the extent that full compliance would require new construction. 
Accordingly, grants issued by the Office on Violen~e Against Women are not 
subject to the require set aside of funds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for 
the purposes of the above Assurance. 

If the State/jurisdiction has checked Box I and/or 2, and after the date of signature of this Assurance, 
credible information should come to the attention of the undersigned (or his or her successor) that casts 
reasonable double on the accuracy (as of the date of signature) of the information relied upon in checking 
Box I and/or 2, the same shall conduct a reassessment and determine whether this selection of such 
box( es) was accurate as of the date of signature. If the selection of one or both boxes is determined not to 
have been accurate. the undersigned or a designee will: 

I. Within 15 days, notify DOJ via the email address below of the existence of the inaccuracy; and 

2. Within 15 days ofprovi~ing such notice, submit a revised Assurance, signed by the Chief 
Executive. 



ief Executive 

APR 2 4 2015 
Name of Statezjurisdiction Date 

This form must be received by the Department of Justice, PREA Management Office, by May 15, 2015. A 
signed, electronic version of this form may be sent to: PREACompliam'.l'la usdo j.gov. 

A false stateme/lf in this cert(ficatio11 or in the grant application that it supports may be subject to criminal 
prosecution, including under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 and 42 U.S.C. § 3795a. DOJ grants, including certifications 
provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by the DOJ component that issued the gra/lf and/or 
by the DOJ Office of the Inspector General. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Idaho 

  



     Idaho Department of Correction 

                                  To promote a safer Idaho by reducing recidivism 
 

    C. L. “BUTCH” OTTER                   KEVIN H. KEMPF 
  Governor                                    Director 

 

 

 

Idaho Prison Rape Elimination Act Statement 

May 18, 2015 
 

The State of Idaho has a zero-tolerance policy for sexual assault against any incarcerated person.  Safe 

prisons and the safety of inmates and staff are paramount. During the last year, Idaho has actively worked 

to enhance the safety of incarcerated persons.  

 

The Governor’s Task Force On Zero-Tolerance Of Sexual Assault Against Incarcerated Persons 

investigated the best way to implement the zero tolerance policy, taking into consideration the unique 

needs and available resources of the state. The task force worked transparently, inviting various 

stakeholders to participate, including Idaho’s sheriffs and victims’ rights organizations. This task force 

identified Idaho-specific standards for the detection, prevention, reduction, and punishment of sexual 

assault, recommending the adoption of “IPREA” standards. The IPREA standards largely mirror the 

federal standards, including the adoption of all current PREA standards for juvenile facilities, but also 

address challenges and opportunities unique to the state.  

 

The Governor’s Idaho Criminal Justice Commission recognized that one-time consideration of a set of 

static standards was not appropriate to address sexual assault issues.  Instead, Idaho sees this as a dynamic 

process with changes appropriate as more information is gathered.  Thus, the Idaho Criminal Justice 

Commission has created an on-going subcommittee specifically to monitor, review, and update the 

IPREA standards in the future.  

 

In addition, the Idaho Department of Correction has identified a statewide IPREA coordinator within the 

Director’s Office. The coordinator will update IDOC’s policies to reflect appropriate national PREA 

standards. The agency established IPREA coordinators in warden’s offices at each facility across the 

state, and IDOC is working closely with the PREA National Resource Center.  The department will soon 

begin posting ongoing progress on the agency website to ensure transparency in this important process.   

 

The Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections is responsible for managing the juveniles in state custody. 

Two of Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections’ three facilities have been certified as one hundred 

percent compliant with current PREA standards, the remaining facility is being audited this week.  

Idaho’s county juvenile facilities are also actively implementing safety measures. The Southwest Idaho 

Juvenile Detention Facility was the first juvenile facility to be audited in the country and the first facility 

of any type in the nation to be certified PREA compliant.  Three other county facilities have now been 

audited and certified PREA compliant.    

    

Idaho’s goal is safe prison facilities, and this requires the effective implementation of the zero-tolerance 

policy.  As the interpretation and accepted practices related to the federal PREA standards continues to 

evolve, so too does Idaho’s response.  Idaho will continue to focus on a pro-active, transparent, and 

dynamic process of identifying the best methods to prevent the sexual assault in prisons statewide.  
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Michigan 

  





Rick Snyder, Governor

Michigan 5/13/2015



 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota 

  









 

 

 

 

 

 

Mississippi 

  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Missouri 

  





 

 

 

 

 

 

Montana 

  



OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE OF MONTANA 

STEVE BULLOCK ANGELA McLEAN 
GOVERNOR LT. GOVERIIJOR 

May 11,2015 

The Honorable Loretta Lynch 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

Dear Attorney General Lynch: 

Thank you for the opportunity to report on Montana's progress in implementing the National 
PREA standards and combating .sexual abuse in our adult and youth confinement facilities. As 
Montana's Governor, I fully support the creation of "zero tolerance" culture for sexual assault 
throughout my state's correctional facilities. Achieving full compliance remains a primary goal 
of my administration and the Montana Department of Corrections (DOC). 

While we have not yet achieved our ultimate goal, we have substantial progress to report. This 
time last year, I noted that DOC had not been able to train the auditors necessary to conduct the 
required audits and had no funding to conduct them. This year, I am happy to report that DOC's 
PREA Coordinator Andy Jess is now the state's first federally certified PREA auditor for youth 
and adult secure facilities. 

In addition, DOC has secured the funding to conduct PREA audits through a 2014 PREA grant 
that provides $90,000 each year of the biennium for that purpose. At this time, we are 
considering some combination of hiring independent auditors and joining the Western State 
Consortium to cooperati vely audit our adult facilities. 

Over the past year, the PREA coordinator and a team from DOC's Office of Quality Assurance 
have completed full, mock PREA audits at the Montana State Prison, Montana Women's Prison, 
Riverside Youth Correctional Facility for girls and Pine Hills Youth Correctional Facility for 
boys. 

DOC's PREA coordinator also has updated the department's PREA policy and drafted the first 
PREA-specific procedures for Montana State Prison, Montana Women's Prison and Riverside 
Youth Correctional Facility. We have submitted the DOC PREA policy to the PREA Resource 
Center for review and, based on the feedback we receive, will review and submit our facility­
specific procedures. 

STATE CAPITOL • P.O. Box 200801 • HELENA. MONTANA 59620-0801 

TELEPHONE: 406-444-3111 • FAX: 406-444-5529 • WEBSITE: WWW.MT.GOV 


http:WWW.MT.GOV


DOC's Office of Quality Assurance has laid out an ambitious agenda for the next 16 months that 
includes: 

• 	 seeking PREA Resource Center's assistance in further defining the role of Montana's 
PREA specialist; 

• 	 conducting a second round of preliminary audits at Montana State Prison and Montana 
Women's Prison to fine tune those facilities' readiness for a federal audit; 

• 	 . by September 2015, commencing the federal PREA audit process at the state's two youth 
correctional facilities (Riverside and Pine Hills); and 

• 	 by August 2016, initiating federal PREA audits at the adult facilities (Montana State 
Prison, Montana Women's Prison and Treasure State Correctional Training Center) 

Montana also has a privately run adult corrections facility, Crossroads Correctional Center 
(CCC) in Shelby, which is operated by Corrections Corporation of America. That facility intends 
to engage its own auditor and begin the federal PREA auditing process in August of this year. 

When you weigh the significant strides made towards PREA compliance over the past two years, 
it is clear that the Montana Department of Corrections has made a genuine, long-term 
commitment to achieving and maintaining PREA compliance. While we are not there yet, we 
will diligently pursue full compliance within the next 16 months. 

~ 
~~----------, 

STEVE BULLOCK 

Governor 


Ene: 	 2015 Assurance to Utilize Department of Justice Grants to Achieve Full Compliance with 
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape 

Montana Correctional Facilities Under State Operational Control 



Assurance to Utilize Department of Justice Grants to Achieve Full Compliance ",ith 


the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape 


2015 


Pursuant to 42 U.S.c. § 15607(e)(2), I assure the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) that, subject to the 
exceptions checked below (if applicable), the State/jurisdiction named below will use not less than 5 
percent of its covered DOJ grant funds for FY 2015 to enable the State(jurisdiction to adopt, and achieve 
full compliance with, the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape (28 C.F.R. 
Part 115), so as to ensure that a certification of full compliance may be submitted in future years. 

1. 	 _the State/jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in full compliance with, 
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 C.F.R. 
Part 115, insofar as those standards implication juvenile facilities, as defined in 28 
C.F.R. Part 115, but is not in fun compliance with one or more standards insofar as 
those standards implicate non-juvenile facilities. Accordingly, grants issued by the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention are not subject to the 
required set aside of funds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for purposes of 
the above Assurance. 

2. 	 _the State/:jurisdiction named below has adopted, and is in full compliance with, 
the National Standards to Prevent, Detect, and Respond to Prison Rape, 28 CFR Part 
115, except to the extent that full compliance would require new construction. 
Accordingly, grants issued by the Office on Violence Against Women are not 
subject to the require set aside offunds for PREA purposes and shall not be used for 
the purposes of the above Assurance. 

If the State(jurisdiction has checked Box 1 and/or 2, and after the date of signature of this Assurance, 
credible information should come to the attention of the undersigned (or his or her successor) that casts 
reasonable double on the accuracy (as of the date of signature) of the information relied upon in checking 
Box 1 and/or 2, the same shall conduct a reassessment and determine whether this selection of such 
box( es) was accurate as of the date of signature. If the selection of one or both boxes is determined not to 
have been accurate, the undersigned or a designee will: 

1. Within 15 days, notify DOJ via the email address below of the existence of the inaccuracy; and 

Within 15 days of provicitng such notice. submit a revised Assurance. signed by the Chief 
Executive. 



~L,"".""._.__-d.c-
Signature of Chief Executive Printed name of Chief Executive 

~~'--"---.,--<--
Name of Stateziurisdiction 

This form must be received by the Department of Justice, PREA Management Office, by May 15,2015. A 
signed, electronic version of this form may be sent to: ~~~-=c;;.:;;..:.:.;.;;:..:c:-_:.;c.~;;;;;;.c.~~<' 

A false statement in this certification or in the gram application that it supports mal' be subject to criminal 
prosecution, including under 18 u.s. C § 1001 alld 42 u.s. C § 3795a< DOJ grants, including certificatiolls 
provided in connection with such grants, are subject to review by the DOJ component that issued the grant alld/or 
by the Dar QfJice ofthe inspector General. 
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Texas 

  



 
 

G O V E R N O R    G R E G    A B B O T T 
 

POST OFFICE BOX 12428 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 512-463-2000 (VOICE) DIAL 7-1-1 FOR RELAY SERVICES 
 

May 28, 2015 

 

 

The Honorable Loretta E. Lynch 

Attorney General 

U.S. Department of Justice  

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 

 

 

Dear Attorney General Lynch: 

 

The State of Texas has taken significant steps to eliminate prison rape.  I cannot yet certify that 

the State is in full compliance with Prison Rape Elimination Act (“PREA”) because our PREA audits are 

still ongoing.  But every facility that has completed the PREA audit process has been certified as fully 

compliant.  And I can assure you that we will use not less than 5 percent of our PREA funds to enable 

the State to work toward full compliance with DOJ’s PREA standards wherever feasible.   

 

A. Texas Department of Criminal Justice (“TDCJ”) 

 

 1. We have 110 state jails and prisons in Texas.  Ninety-four of them are owned and 

operated by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice; 15 are owned by TDCJ and privately operated; 

and 1 is privately owned and operated.  As of May 13, 2015, the State has completed PREA audits for 32 

of those units.  Of those 32 audits, we have final reports for 28 units.  And of the 28 units that have final 

audit reports, all of them have been certified as fully compliant with PREA.  Moreover, TDCJ has 

scheduled audits for all of the remaining units that it owns and operates.  The completed audits can be 

found at www.tdcj.state.tx.us/divisions/arrm/arrm_ rev_stan_prea.html, and TDCJ’s audit schedule is 

attached to this letter. 

 

 TDCJ is continuing to address the confinement of 17-year-old offenders.  Texas law requires 

individuals who are 17 years of age or older to be tried as adults and confined in prisons along with 

other adults.  See TEX. FAMILY CODE § 51.02(2); TEX. CODE CRIM. PROC. art. 4.18.  That has been the 

law in our State since at least 1918.  See McLaren v. State, 209 S.W. 669 (Tex. Crim. App. 1919).  DOJ’s 

PREA standards, by contrast, generally require States to segregate 17-year-old offenders from prisoners 

who are 18 years of age or older.  See 28 C.F.R. § 115.5 (defining “youthful inmate” to include 17-year-

olds); id. § 115.14 (prohibiting the State from placing a “youthful inmate” “in a housing unit in which 

the youthful inmate will have sight, sound, or physical contact with any adult inmate through use of a 

shared dayroom or other common space, shower area, or sleeping quarters”).   

 

TDCJ has three units that house 17 year olds with older offenders:  Clemens (males), Travis 

(males), and Hilltop (females).  As of March 31, 2015, TDCJ had 52 youthful male inmates and 7 

youthful female inmates in those three units.  While TDCJ is confident that it has taken adequate 

measures to segregate those youthful offenders in accordance with DOJ’s PREA standards, we will not 



Hon. Loretta Lynch 
May 28, 2015 
Page 2 
 

know for sure until next year.  That is because the audits for Clemens, Hilltop, and Travis will not be 

completed before February 2016, September 2016, and October 2016, respectively.   

 

2. TDCJ also manages 28 community residential facilities that are owned and operated by 

private third-parties.  Those 28 facilities include 7 halfway houses and 21 transitional treatment centers.  

Because TDCJ does not own or operate those facilities, it does not control their PREA audit schedules.  

But TDCJ has negotiated clauses in each of its contracts with those 28 community residential facilities 

that require them to comply with PREA.  A list of those facilities is attached. 

 

B. Texas Juvenile Justice Department (“TJJD”) 

 

 1. The Texas Juvenile Justice Department owns and operates 14 residential facilities for 

juvenile offenders.  Of those 14 facilities, audits have been completed for 9 and scheduled for 5.  Of the 

9 completed audits, 6 have been certified as fully compliant with PREA, and 3 expect to be certified but 

have not yet received their final auditor’s report.  The completed audits can be found at 

http://www.tjjd.texas.gov/programs/prea.aspx, and TJJD’s audit schedule is attached to this letter. 

 

2. TJJD also manages 8 juvenile residential facilities that are owned and operated by private 

third-parties.  Of those 8 facilities, PREA applies to only 5.  Of those 5 facilities, 1 has completed its 

audit and been certified as fully compliant; the other 4 have audits scheduled for 2016. 

 

C. Texas Department of Public Safety (“DPS”) 

 

 Finally, the Texas Department of Public Safety uses 120 “lockup” (or temporary confinement) 

facilities across the State.  Many of those facilities are in driver’s license offices and other places that the 

Texas Highway Patrol might utilize to temporarily detain or confine individuals.  DPS is in the process 

of choosing a PREA coordinator and finalizing its PREA compliance standards.  DPS reports that none 

of its lockup facilities are utilized to house detainees overnight, and therefore it need not conduct audits 

for those facilities.  See 28 C.F.R. § 115.193.  A complete list of DPS’s lockup facilities is attached to 

this letter. 

 

 Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Greg Abbott 

Governor  



 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Virgin Islands 

  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Vermont 

  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia 

  









 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington 

  

















 

 

 

 

 

 

West Virginia 

  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin 

  











 

 

 

 

 

 

Wyoming 
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