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1. Purpose of This Document 
 
The GFIPM Metadata Specification contains several attributes that require the use of a 
globally unique GFIPM federation name.  Federations that use this specification are 
required to register a federation name in the GFIPM Federation Name Registry.  The 
purpose of this document is to define a process through which new federation names can be 
registered in this registry. 
 
 
2. Terminology 
 
The following terms are used in this document: 
 

GFIPM Federation Name Registry—A list of globally unique federation 
names maintained by a central GFIPM federation name authority.  The 
registry is available at http://gfipm.net/fed-registry.html. 
 
Registrant—The entity that wishes to register a GFIPM federation name. 
 
GFIPM Support—The entity that manages the GFIPM Federation Name 
Registry. 
 
GFIPM Governing Body—The entity that decides whether to approve or 
deny a GFIPM federation name registration request. 

 
 
3. Registration Process 
 
The GFIPM federation name registration process shall comprise the following steps. 
 

1. Registrant submits a name registration request to GFIPM Support.  The 
request must include the following information. 

 
a. Full Name of Federation:  The official name of the federation, e.g., 

“XYZ Information Sharing Federation.” 
 

b. Description of Federation:  A two- to four-sentence description of 
the federation, including its primary mission or purpose. 

 
c. Requested Federation Name:  The name that the federation wants 

to register.  It must contain only alphanumeric characters and dashes 
and must not be a name that has already been registered.  In addition, 
it should be relatively short (no more than 6–8 characters) and should 

http://gfipm.net/fed-registry.html�
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provide a recognizable abbreviation or shorthand notation for the 
federation’s full name. 

 
d. Point of Contact:  The name, phone number, and e-mail address of 

the person with whom GFIPM Support should communicate during 
the registration process. 

 
e. Federation Web Site URL:  (Optional) The URL of the federation’s 

primary public-facing Web site, if such a site exists. 
 

Publicly available request submission instructions for registrants are available at 
http://gfipm.net/register-fed-name.html 

 
2. GFIPM Support contacts the registrant’s point of contact (POC) to confirm 

receipt of the request. 
 

3. GFIPM Support validates that the request contains all required 
information.  If the request is missing any required information, GFIPM 
Support contacts the registrant’s POC to request the missing information.  
GFIPM Support does not perform further processing of the request unless 
the POC provides the additional missing information. 
 

4. GFIPM Support checks to make sure that the requested federation name 
does not cause a name collision with a previously registered federation 
name.  If a collision exists, GFIPM Support contacts the registrant’s POC 
to report the problem and ask whether the registrant would like to register 
an alternate name.  At this point, the name is reserved until the 
completion of this registration process.  GFIPM Support does not perform 
further processing of the request unless the POC provides an alternate 
name that does not cause a name collision. 
 

5. GFIPM Support checks whether the federation for which the name has 
been requested is a registered, legal business entity.  If unable to verify the 
legality of the federation, GFIPM Support contacts the registrant’s POC to 
request supplementary information about the legal jurisdiction(s) under 
which the federation operates or plans to operate.  GFIPM Support does 
not perform further processing of the request unless the POC provides this 
supplementary information. 
 

6. GFIPM Support delivers the federation name registration request to the 
GFIPM Governing Body, along with any supplementary information 
collected or received by the registrant.  GFIPM Support also provides the 
GFIPM Governing Body with a recommendation to approve or deny the 
request.  The standard protocol for this notification process shall be via  

http://gfipm.net/register-fed-name.html�
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e-mail from GFIPM Support to each member of the GFIPM Governing 
Body. 
 

7. The GFIPM Governing Body decides whether to approve or deny the 
request and provides a reason if the request is denied.  The standard 
decision-making protocol to be used by the GFIPM Governing Body shall 
be for each member of the GFIPM Governing Body to respond to the e-
mail from GFIPM Support.  Members of the GFIPM Governing Body shall 
have ten (10) business days to cast their votes.  Approval of the request by 
the GFIPM Governing Body shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of 
approval by the members of the GFIPM Governing Body. 
 

8. If any member of the GFIPM Governing Body opposes approval of the 
request, that member may vote to deny the request and may provide 
GFIPM Support with a reason for opposition.  GFIPM Support shall then 
circulate the reason for the opposition to the other members of the GFIPM 
Governing Body for discussion and comment, and the members of the 
GFIPM Governing Body shall have an additional ten (10) business days to 
consider the reason for opposition and amend their votes accordingly. 
 

9. If the request is approved, GFIPM Support shall add the new name to the 
GFIPM Federation Name Registry. 
 

10. GFIPM Support notifies the registrant’s POC of the approval or denial. 
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Appendix A—Document History 
 

Date Version Editor Change 

04/12/2012 1.0 Global Standards Council 
(GSC), Global Federated 
Identity and Privilege 
Management Delivery Team 
(GFIPM DT) 

Approved 

06/2012 1.0 GSC Global Advisory 
Committee approved 



 

 

 


	1. Purpose of This Document
	2. Terminology
	3. Registration Process

