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Medal of Valor 
• The Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor is the highest award given for valor 

to America’s Public Safety Officers. 

• Public Safety Agencies are encouraged to submit nominations to recognize 
extraordinary valor that goes above and beyond the call for duty. 

• Since 2001, 140 Public Safety Officers have received the Medal of Valor. 



        
     

   

       

Eligibility and Time Periods 
• Public Safety Officers are persons serving a public agency as a firefighter, 

law enforcement officer, or emergency services officer. 

• Eligibility Period: June 1 – May 31. 

• Nomination Period opens on or about May 31 and closes July 31. 



   

   
    

     
  

Nomination Process 
• Submit online at: www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor. 

• Nominations must be submitted by or at the direction of the employing 
Public Safety Agency Head / Recommending Official. 

• The Medal of Valor Review Board may recommend a limited number of 
Public Safety Officers for the Medal of Valor. 

http://www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor


  
      

 

      
  

Key Considerations 
• The Summary of Valorous Conduct section should describe in detail the 

nominee’s actions and highlight the extraordinary valor of the event. 

• The event must have occurred within the current eligibility period. 

• Public Safety Agencies may submit multiple nominations, and a separate 
online nomination is required for each nominee. 





 

 

Contact Information 
• Gregory Joy: 202-514-1369; Gregory.Joy@usdoj.gov 

• MOV Program Page: www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor 

• AskMOV: medalofvalor@usdoj.gov 

mailto:Gregory.Joy@usdoj.gov
http://www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor
mailto:medalofvalor@usdoj.gov
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Medal of Valor 

The Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor is the highest award given for valor to America’s Public Safety Officers.



Public Safety Agencies are encouraged to submit nominations to recognize extraordinary valor that goes above and beyond the call for duty.



Since 2001, 140 Public Safety Officers have received the Medal of Valor.





The MOV was established in 2001; and since the creation of this program, there have been 140 public safety officers who were presented the MOV.



Public Safety Agencies are core entities within every community throughout the nation



The MOV ceremonies are typically held at the White House; and DOJ supports the travel of the recipients and 1 guest each to attend the ceremonies. The President, Vice President, or Attorney General presents the Medal of Valor. 
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Eligibility and Time Periods

Public Safety Officers are persons serving a public agency as a firefighter, law enforcement officer, or emergency services officer.



Eligibility Period: June 1 – May 31.  



Nomination Period opens on or about May 31 and closes July 31. 





Hope, thank you; and for our participating guests, I will be conducting a high level review of some very important elements that we want to share about the Medal of Valor Program.  We’ll be taking questions later, but please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at any point in the future should you have additional questions



To start, lets discuss program eligibility and time periods.  Eligibility is limited to public safety officers. read - Bullet 1; then add  - “with or without compensation”. 



Following  each nomination’s submission, we will review it to confirm eligibility, and as needed, we’ll contact the nominating agency to obtain clarifications or additional information in order to resolve any nomination issues or potential eligibility questions.



The annual eligibility period runs from June 1st of a given year through the following May 31st. 



read “Each annual”-  Bullet 3;  then add – and we’ll open the nomination submission period 1 or 2 days early whenever May 31st falls on a weekend.

     

     We are currently accepting nominations for the 2018-2019 MOV; and July 31st is just  

     over a week away.  So I encourage everyone to be mindful of the closing date for nominations.

     Once the submission period closes, there is no ability to accept additional nominations.  



     Going forward, we encourage public safety agencies to consider targeting incidents of valor

     as they occur throughout the year, as this may make it easier to be in position to submit MOV

     nominations when the submission period opens.
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Nomination Process

Submit online at:  www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor.



Nominations must be submitted by or at the direction of the employing Public Safety Agency Head / Recommending Official.



The Medal of Valor Review Board may recommend a limited number of Public Safety Officers for the Medal of Valor.





The link shown is to the MOV Program page, which contains a wealth of information about the program.  On that page, there will be a separate link to the online nomination form, which is the only way to submit nominations for the MOV.  After submission, the MOV system will then generate a confirmation email to go to the listed nominator, confirming that the nomination has been successfully received.



read – Bullet 2; then add – If the listed “Recommending Official” in a nomination is not the nominee’s agency head, then my office will reach out to confirm that the agency head knows of and endorses the nomination; and we may seek other information as needed.



My next point comes up not too infrequently. For nominations of individuals who are part of a task force, the nominating agency remains that nominees’ home agency.  By way of example, if a local police or sheriff’s department are part of a federal taskforce, then the police of sheriff’s department must still be the nominating agency for their personnel.



Each nomination serves to recommend a single public safety officer for a single incident.  So if an agency wishes to nominate more than one member for the same incident, they will need to submit a separate nomination for each nominee. 



Should an agency run into any issues while trying to submit a nomination, please contact me immediately, and I or our support staff will work with you to resolve the issue.  



read – Bullet 3; then add – to be more precise, the Board in normally limited to 5 recommendations, but may add a 6th under exceptional circumstances.  The Board may consider a group of nominees for a single incident as 1 recommendation.
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Key Considerations

The Summary of Valorous Conduct section should describe in detail the nominee’s actions and highlight the extraordinary valor of the event.



The event must have occurred within the current eligibility period.



Public Safety Agencies may submit multiple nominations, and a separate online nomination is required for each nominee.





Now a few additional areas for consideration



Within the brief on line nomination form, there are a number of items of required information and some that is optional.  The Program page has a link to a template that lists all such information.



Although all required information is considered to be important, arguably one of the most critical parts of any nomination is the Summary of Valorous Conduct Section. read - Bullet 1; then add – in short, this is your opportunity to explain the incident to the Review Board.  For group nominations, it is not unusual for the summaries to be written substantially the same, but they should specifically identify each nominee and clearly articulate their individual and collective actions.



Outside this summary, if you wish to provide additional supporting documents, please contact me directly, and I will explain how to get those documents and materials to me.



We do on occasion receive inquires and nominations for incidents that occur prior to the current eligibility period. Its important to remember that to be considered for the MOV - read –Bullet 2 then add – so nominations submitted for incidents outside the currently eligibility period are required to be withheld.     read – Bullet 3.



Finally, we strongly encourage Federal, State, Local and Tribal public safety agencies to consider the extraordinary acts of valor performed by their personnel between June 1st of last year and this past May 31st, and to take this opportunity to submit nominations for the MOV. This program is a great opportunity to have the distinguished service of your personnel recognized!                                 Let’s move on to any questions
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Contact Information

Gregory Joy: 202-514-1369; Gregory.Joy@usdoj.gov



MOV Program Page: www.ojp.gov/medalofvalor



AskMOV: medalofvalor@usdoj.gov
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