
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS B IEF
 

The News Brief is provided to you by the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Training and 

Technical Assistance Center (TTAC) at Brandeis University.  The News Brief consolidates 

information on various topics related to prescription drugs which may be of interest to PDMPs 

and other state agencies, federal partners, and other stakeholders.  The TTAC team will strive to 

include relevant articles, news stories, and general information specific to PDMPs as well as 

general prescription drug facts.  The TTAC welcomes comments and suggestions about the 

information included in the News Brief.  Please send your comments to: info@pdmpassist.org. 

The 2014 State PDMP Survey results have been compiled and the updated 
information is available on the PDMP TTAC website. The response rate to this 
survey was unprecedented – 100%. The information provided should prove 
invaluable to interested parties as they research the current status and 
capabilities of PDMPs. In the near future, TTAC will expand the State Profiles and 
State Profile Reports to include additional pertinent information gleaned from the 
survey. The TTAC staff is well aware of the demands on a PDMP administrator’s 
time and cannot thank them enough for completing the survey and their work in 
addressing the prescription drug abuse epidemic. 

 

Items of Interest  

Blue Cross Cuts Back on Painkiller Prescriptions           The Boston Globe 

Drug Firms Have Used Dangerous Tactics to Drive Sales to Treat Kids      Denver Post 

Q&A with Addiction Medicine Expert: The Impact of Zohydro      Drugfree.org 

Privacy Being Tightened for Prescription Drug Monitoring Databases     Drugfree.org 

Safety Concerns about Legal Marijuana Edibles             Fox News 

Senate Tackles Prescription Drug Abuse                  The Hill 

NIH Expert Warns Against Legalizing Pot                  The Hill 

Missouri Likely to Remain the Only State Without Prescription Drug Database 

Kansas City Public Media 
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mailto:info@pdmpassist.org
http://www.pdmpassist.org/content/state-profiles
http://www.pdmpassist.org/content/state-profiles-reports
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/04/07/state-largest-health-insurer-cuts-painkiller-prescriptions/UAgtbqJL0XPrsNASuJ27sJ/story.html
http://www.denverpost.com/investigations/ci_25561024/drug-firms-have-used-dangerous-tactics-drive-sales
http://www.drugfree.org/join-together/addiction/the-impact-of-zohydro?utm_source=Join%20Together%20Daily&utm_campaign=7d0af7df8b-JT_Daily_News_The_Impact_of_Zohydro&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_97f4d27738-7d0af7df8b-222053217
http://www.drugfree.org/join-together/legal/privacy-being-tightened-for-prescription-drug-monitoring-databases?utm_source=Join%20Together%20Daily&utm_campaign=a3610f3941-JT_Daily_News_Privacy_Being_Tightened&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_97f4d27738-a3610f3941-222053217
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2014/04/23/safety-concerns-about-legal-marijuana-edibles/
http://thehill.com/blogs/regwatch/healthcare/203266-senate-tackles-prescription-drug-abuse
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/204690-nih-expert-warns-against-legalizing-pot
http://kcur.org/post/missouri-likely-remain-only-state-without-prescription-drug-database


Ending the Drug Wars       London School of Economics IDEAS Center 

FDA Oks Quick-Acting Antidote for Prescription Painkiller Overdose    Medline Plus 

Abuse of Prescription Pain Medications Risks Heroin Use       National Institute on Drug Abuse 

HHS Leaders Call for Expanded Use of Medications to Combat Opioid Overdose Epidemic 

National Institutes of Health 

FDA Advisers Vote Against Approving New Opioid Painkiller  National Public Radio 

Hand-Held Treatment for Overdoses Is Approved              New York Times 

Addiction Specialists Wary of New Painkiller               New York Times 

US Drug Courts Favor Treatment for Addiction Over Jail Time          NBC News 

America’s Heroin Epidemic               NBC News 

Purdue Pharma L.P. Submits NDA for Once-Daily Hydrocodone Bitartrate Extended-Release 
Tablets Formulated to Incorporate Abuse-Deterrent Properties     PR Newswire 

Doctors, Medical Staff on Drugs Put Patients at Risk           USA Today 

 

Prescription Drug Studies and Research 

National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) Data Online Query System 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Physicians are a Leading Source of Prescription Opioids for the Highest-Risk Users 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Prescription Drug Monitoring and Drug Overdose Mortality      Injury Epidemiology 

Antidepressant Dose, Age, and the Risk of Deliberate Self-harm      The JAMA Network 

Alcohol and Marijuana Use Patterns Associated with Unsafe Driving Among U.S. High School 
Seniors             Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs 

Extended-release Medication Offers Promise for Treating Alcohol, Opioid Dependence 

MedicalXpress 

Monitoring the Future 2013 Survey Results         National Institute on Drug Abuse 

Surge in Narcotic Prescriptions for Pregnant Women             New York Times 

Gender Differences in Primary Substance of Abuse Across Age Group            SAMHSA 

ADHD Drugs Hurt Your Memory            Time 

Upcoming Training Opportunities and Conferences 

June 

 8-10  2014 International Conference on Opioids - Boston, MA 

 23-27  Principles and Practice of Pain Medicine - Cambridge, MA 

 28-29  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference - Phoenix, AZ 

July 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/reports/pdf/LSE-IDEAS-DRUGS-REPORT-FINAL-WEB.pdf
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_145495.html
http://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trends-statistics/infographics/abuse-prescription-pain-medications-risks-heroin-use
http://www.nih.gov/news/health/apr2014/nida-24.htm
http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2014/04/22/305872864/fda-advisors-vote-against-approving-new-opioid-painkiller
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/04/health/fda-approves-portable-drug-overdose-treatment.html?hp&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/16/business/addiction-specialists-wary-of-new-painkiller.html?hp&_r=0
http://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/us-drug-courts-favor-treatment-addiction-over-jail-time-n78591
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/americas-heroin-epidemic/downhill-spiral-heroin-abuse-us-n74251
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/purdue-pharma-lp-submits-nda-for-once-daily-hydrocodone-bitartrate-extended-release-tablets-formulated-to-incorporate-abuse-deterrent-properties-257316191.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/purdue-pharma-lp-submits-nda-for-once-daily-hydrocodone-bitartrate-extended-release-tablets-formulated-to-incorporate-abuse-deterrent-properties-257316191.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/04/15/doctors-addicted-drugs-health-care-diversion/7588401/?utm_source=Join+Together+Daily&utm_campaign=e339a2eae0-JT_Daily_News_Is_Google_Doing_Enough&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_97f4d27738-e339a2eae0-222053217
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/doqs/index.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2014/p0303-prescription-opioids.html
http://www.injepijournal.com/content/1/1/9/abstract
https://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1863925
http://www.jsad.com/jsad/article/Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Use_Patterns_Associated_With_Unsafe_Driving_Among_US/4942.html
http://www.jsad.com/jsad/article/Alcohol_and_Marijuana_Use_Patterns_Associated_With_Unsafe_Driving_Among_US/4942.html
http://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-05-extended-release-medication-alcohol-opioid.html
http://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trends-statistics/infographics/monitoring-future-2013-survey-results
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/15/science/surge-in-prescriptions-for-opioid-painkillers-for-pregnant-women.html?emc=eta1&_r=1
http://www.samhsa.gov/data/2k14/TEDS077/sr077-gender-differences-2014.pdf
http://time.com/97448/bad-news-for-ivy-leaguers-adhd-drugs-hurt-your-memory/
http://opioidconference.org/
http://www.mdlinx.com/pain-management/conference-details.cfm/74352/Principles-and-Practice-of-Pain-Medicine-Cambridge-Massachusetts-United-States/
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/mtgs/pharm_awareness/


 12-13  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference - Philadelphia, PA 

17-18 National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators – Multi-State 

Training Conference – New Orleans, LA 

 20-24  CADCA Mid-Year Training Institute – Orlando, FL 

August 

 2-3  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference – Denver, CO 

5-7  3rd Annual Generation Rx University Conference – Columbus, OH 

22-26  National Conference on Addiction Disorders – St. Louis, MO 

 23-24  DEA Pharmacy Diversion Awareness Conference – Salt Lake City, UT 

27-28 National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators – Health Facility 

Diversion Training Conference – Columbus, IN 

              

PDMP Training and Technical Assistance Contact – You can reach the TTAC team by 

telephone 781-609-7741 or e-mail info@pdmpassist.org. 
              

This news brief was produced by the PDMP Training and Technical Center at Brandeis 

University. This project was supported by Grant No. 2011-PM-BX-K001 awarded by the Bureau 

of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Office of Justice 

Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, 

the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office for Victims of Crime. 

Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not represent the 

official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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http://www.pharmacy.ohio-state.edu/outreach/generation-rx-university-conference
http://www.addictionpro.com/ncad-conference/national-conference-addiction-disorders
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