The Law Enforcement Information Technology Standards Council Releases Standard Functional Specifications for Law Enforcement Records Management Systems Version II

With support from the Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance, the Law Enforcement Information Technology Standards Council (LEITSC) is excited to announce the release of the Standard Functional Specifications for Law Enforcement Records Management Systems Version II.  LEITSC is a consortium of law enforcement organizations that includes the International Association of Chiefs of Police, National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives, National Sheriffs’ Association, and Police Executive Research Forum who have come together to develop standards to improve the application of technology to law enforcement operations. Together, participants from these organizations represent the law enforcement community as a whole on information technology standards related issues. The efforts of this initiative will ultimately influence the integration of justice information technology solutions that meet the technical, practical, and political needs of the public safety community and the citizens they serve.


The Standard Functional Specifications for Law Enforcement Records Management System Version II are intended to be generic in nature rather than favor one particular system or approach over another; they are at the functional level meaning that they define what is to be accomplished versus how it should be accomplished.  They were developed to depict the minimal amount of functionality that a new law enforcement records management system should contain. They are not intended to simply be substituted for a request for proposal, but rather to assist agencies of any size in developing their request for proposal.  They are designed to serve as living documents and will be modified in concurrence with the ever-changing technological environment and as law enforcement needs mature.

While the Standard Functional Specifications for Law Enforcement Records Management System Version II may need some minimal tailoring to fit the specific needs of an agency, they should be a significant asset to law enforcement agencies, or groups of agencies, looking to purchase a new or upgrade an old records management system. These standard functional specifications should be used as a starting point to build a fully operative, based on agency needs, records management system that is based on open standards in order to efficiently interface and share information with other systems both internally and externally.
This publication by LEITSC was created under the direction of a functional standards committee working with input from both industry and practitioner organizations to ensure a realistic and useful set of standards.  
To download a copy of the Standard Functional Specifications for Law Enforcement Records Management System Version II, please visit www.leitsc.org.
